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leader in trying times of political feud or disagreement. Democracy
must, however, prevail and be held as sacrosanct. Today, you are
the President of Nigeria, | acknowledge you and respect you as
such.

The act of an individual has a way of rubbing off on the
generality. May it never be the wish of majority of Nigerians that
Goodluck Jonathan, by his acts of omission or commission, would be
the first and the |last Nigerian President ever to come from ljaw tribe.
The idea and the possibility must give all of us food for thought. That
was never what | worked for and that would never be-what | will work
for. But legacy is made of such or the opposite.

My last piece of advice, Mr. President, is that you should learn
the lesson of history and please do not take Nigeria and Nigerians for
granted. Move away from culture of denials, cover-ups and proxies
and deal honesty, sincerely and transparently with Nigerians to
regain their trust and confidence. “Nigerians are no fools, they can
see, they can hear, they can talk among themselves, they can think,
they can compare and they can act in the interest of their country
and in their own self-interest. They keenly watch all actions and
deeds that are associated with you if they cannot believe your words.
| know you have the power to save PDP and the country. | beg you
to have the courage and the will with patriotism to use the power for
the good of the.country. Please uphold some form of national core
values. | will appeal to all Nigerians particularly all members of PDP
to respect and dignify the Office of the President. We must all know
that individuals will come and go but the Office will remain.

Once again, time is of the essence. Investors are already
retreating from Nigeria, adopting ‘wait and see attitude’ and knowing
what we are deficient of, it will take time to reverse the trend and we
may miss some golden opportunities. |

Finally, your later-day conversion into National Conference is
fraught with danger of disunity, confusion and chaos if not well
handled. | believe in debate and dialogue but it must be purposeful,
duec@ed and managed well without ulterior motives. The ovation has
not died out yet and there ig always life after a decent descent.
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Accept, Dear Mr. President, the assurances of my highest

consideration, % 3
s h%
OLUSEGUN'OBASARUO

PS

| crave your indulgence to share the contents of this letter, in the
first instance, with General Ibrahim Babangida and General Abdulsalami
Abubakar, who, on a number of occasions in recent times, have shared
with me their agonising thoughts, concerns and expressions on most of
the issues | have raised in this letter conceming the situation and future
of our country. [ also crave your indulgence:fo-share the contents with
General Yakubu Danjuma and Dr. Alex Ekwueme, whose concerns for
and commitments to the good of Nigeria have been known to be strong.
The limit of sharing of the contents may‘be ‘extended as time goes on.
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